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Executive Summary
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Section 1: Introduction

1.1 Rationale
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1.2 Context and Related Activities
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1.4 Membership of the WG
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Section 2: Context and background of space astronomy

2.1 A brief history
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2.2 Importance of space astronomy: key science areas and priorities

2.2.1 Motivation for space astronomy
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2.2.2 Multi-wavelength astrophysics and Ground/Space synergies!
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2.3 Ground-based facilities: status, comparisons and connections
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2.3.1 Current landscape
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2.3.2 Trends and future facilities
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2.3.3 Facilities in the next decade
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2.4 Current status of European space astronomy community
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2.4.1 Space instrumentation community: background
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2.4.2 Survey of the space instrumentation community
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Section 3: Current space astronomy landscape and future plans

3.1 Introduction
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3.2 Past and operational missions
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3.3 Mission size, cost and impact
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3.4 Future plans
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3.5 A historical perspective
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Section 4: Conclusions
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